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Council Tax

The Council Tax for a Band D property has increased by 3.95%, ie £65.76 per year to £1,732.02.
Hampshire County Council, Band D increased by £49.41 to £1,286.28.
Fareham Borough Council, Band D increased by £5.00 to £165.22.  At the budget meeting Roger,
on behalf of the Liberal Democrat Group, proposed that 500 trees be planted across the borough to
help with our environmental issues.  Unfortunately, the Conservative Council rejected this request.
Police, Band D increased by £10.00 to £211.46.
Fire Service, Band D increased by £1.35 to £69.06.

Listening to the community of Portchester

■ - We wish to remind you that we hold our Council Advice Surgeries on the
first Saturday of every month between 10.30 am and 12 noon in the foyer of the Portchester Health
Centre/Library.  As well as the Surgery, we are very pleased to help on any issue that you have, if you
telephone or email one of us.  Any completed survey forms can be handed in to us at the Surgery.

n   - As many of you may have heard our colleague Shaun has made the decision to leave
our Party.  Both Gerry and Roger would like to publicly thank Shaun for the support that he gave to
us and the Liberal Democrats in Portchester while serving as a councillor for the last  3½  years.

n - Final 2019 GCSE performance statistics (recently released) confirm
that Hampshire pupils continue to perform better than their peers nationally at the end of Year 11.

n A pilot project to help Hampshire’s vulnerable and disadvantaged children
through canine assisted learning, has been given the green light thanks to £30,000 of Hampshire
County Council funding.

n Following the UK’s departure from the European Union,
the County Council is emphasising that Hampshire remains open for business as it continues to
foster international links for the benefit of the people of the county.

n
Hampshire County Council’s campaign to tackle fly-tipping is paying off with a 25% reduction.
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Portchester Library

We are totally opposed to Hampshire County Council’s position regarding possible closures and
reduced hours of the County’s Libraries.  Although Portchester Library is well used, we believe that
the risk will be to reduce the opening hours and we will do all we can to oppose any reductions.

Portchester Precinct

We are very concerned about the continued viability of Portchester Precinct with shops and the
Bank closing.  Hampshire County Council, in conjunction with Portsmouth, have a bid into the
Government under its ‘Transforming Cities Bid Fund’, for money to improve the precinct and it is
hoped that the result of this bid will be known at the end of March 2020.  We will do all we can to
make sure that we have a Post Office and food shop in the precinct.  Roger has already written to
Marks & Spencer, Waitrose, Asda and Morrisons for a large food store to replace the Coop and has
also written to Tesco Express and Sainsbury Local to replace McColls.  He has been in contact with
Lloyds Bank due to the inaccurate information which included facilities that would be still in the
precinct after they closed.  Should you also wish to write to these companies, please contact Roger
who can give you the contact names and addresses.

Jean Kelly - Portchester Team Member - Email: jeankelly.libdem@gmail.com

Spring Survey  Liberal Democrats are here to listen and help.
Your concerns and problems are important to us. We want to make sure that we are
listening to you and that we continue to represent your priorities. We will use this
information to address your concerns and work to find solutions.
email your results to jeankelly.libdem@gmail.com or post or email to Roger or Gerry.

Your Priorities for Portchester
Name …………………………………. Address………………………………….. Tel. No. ……………….

Please tick relevant items of concern.   Email: …………………………………………………..

Road Repairs Greenbelt Land Use Crime

Parking Social Housing Public Transport

Bin Collections Public Recreation Areas Dog Fouling

Precinct Closures Litter

Any other matters of concern?  ………………………………………………………………………………….

Can we update you about the progress of this petition/survey?                            Yes please           No thanks    
Can we keep you updated about our activities including campaigns,

events, fundraising and details about how to get involved?                                   Yes please             No thanks  
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School Governor Required
Portchester Castle Primary School have a
vacancy for a co-opted Governor.  If you are
interested in this position please contact the
Castle Primary School on 02392 375324 or
email: adminoffice@castle.hants.sch.uk for
further details.

Roman Grove Allotments
Ever thought about growing your own produce?  If so, allotments
are available at the Roman Grove Allotment Site.  Allotments are a
great hobby as not only do you get regular healthy exercise without
having to pay out for gym sessions or run around in circles, but you
get to eat healthy fruit and vegetables.  So now is your chance to
grow your own.  Interested?  Then please contact the Plot Manager
Dave Watson on 07982 249873.
(Plots are 50 ft x 24 ft and cost approximately £40.50 per year.)

Changes to on-street parking enforcement from 1st April
Hampshire County Council has taken back from Fareham the enforcement of on-street parking as
from 1st April 2020.  Fareham will continue to be responsible for parking enforcement in off-street
council owned car parks.

The County has employed a parking management company, NSL (formerly NCP), to manage the
on-street parking enforcement service.  Where residents have parking permits for parking on the
highway they will now have to deal with Hampshire County Council from 1st April who are looking at
increasing these charges.

New PCSOs and Police Officer for Portchester
We are pleased to welcome three new police officers to
Portchester.

From left to right they are:  PCSO Tom Hillier, PCSO
Lauren Hartley, and PC Nathan Crockford.

For the first time in many years Portchester now has its
own police officer supported by two PCSOs.

We hope that they will all soon become very familiar
faces in our village.

Warning / Be Aware
We have been told that there are a number of
rogue traders looking for work in Portchester.
Residents have told us that they have been
bothered by tradesmen seeking work to repair
driveways, gutters and roofing.  If you are
approached on your doorstep you should
always ask for the address where they have
previously worked.  By seeking a reference you
will help to protect yourself from falling foul of
rogue traders.

Register your Vehicle
As a Hampshire resident and if you want to visit any of Hampshire’s Household Recycling Centres,
you must first register your vehicle.  If you do not register your vehicle then there will be a fee of
£5 per visit  (however this does not apply at present when visiting the Paulsgrove site in Portsmouth).
Vehicles entering the sites will be recognised by the automatic number plate recognition cameras.
To register your vehicle visit

https://www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/recyclingcentres/vehicle-registration
If you do not have internet access please telephone 0300 555 1389 to register.

New youth facilities at Wicor (The Youth Box)
A new facility for our youngsters aged between 11 and 16 has opened at
AFC Portchester.  It is hoped that ‘The Box’ will be a safe place for youngsters to meet,
and a chance to just sit and talk.  Initially ‘The Box’  will open on Wednesday evenings
6.30pm to 8.30pm at a cost of £1.  ‘The Box’  will not operate as a Youth Centre unlike
‘The Odyssey’ at Portchester Community School, it is rather a drop in facility.  ‘The Box’
is a non profit making organisation run by volunteers.  Children wishing to join should
attend with a parent or guardian so that they can be given a membership card.
For more information visit ‘The Box’ Facebook page.

Fareham in Bloom is back!
Green fingered residents are invited to a free event launching this year’s Fareham in Bloom
competition.
Bloom Day will take place on Saturday, 28 March at Fareham Shopping Centre, outside
Debenhams, between 9.30am and 4.00pm, to kick start a series of floral events throughout the year.
Activities on the day include:-
● Plant your own vegetable plug plant to take away.
● Free seed packet giveaway.
● Make a colourful bird feeder to take home.
● Make a funky grass head character and watch it grow at home.
● Help build the ‘Big Bug House’ which will then be placed in one of the town centre gardens.

The event is sponsored by Fareham Shopping Centre.  Long-term sponsor St Margaret’s Nurseries
in Titchfield and volunteers from Fareham in Bloom will be at the event to offer tips and to answer
any questions about gardening.  The Wynton Way Horticultural Therapy staff and service users will
also be joining the team to help with building the bug house.  Residents can also find out more
about the project work of Fareham in Bloom and the events to follow throughout the year.

Telephone Box - Success
We are pleased to report that British Telecom
have advised that they are going to retain the
telephone box which is in the precinct.
Originally they intended to remove this  but
due to our representations along with Fareham
Council they have agreed to keep it.

Portchester Bowling Club
We are pleased that both Hampshire County Council and Fareham Borough Council have each given a
grant of £20,000 to the Portchester Bowling Club which is to part fund the extension to their clubhouse.
This is much deserved as over the years the Club has expanded and has been working with young
people to provide extra improved facilities in Portchester.

Work planned to extend the clubhouse will improve the interior, so that it can widen its community
programme and expand its space for hire to local groups.  Also, work will be done to ensure that people
with limited or restricted mobility can fully access the facilities.

New for Portchester Precinct!
‘Busy Town’
role play has
come to the
village.

Little ones are able to explore their imagination in its
miniature town.

Free cuppa for grown ups.
More information on www.facebook.com/busytown.


